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Every one of use somebasic English phrases in our daily conversation. These phrases, if understood in 
totality, can provide a base to help beginners understand grammar and sentence structure. Once you are 
familiar with basic phrases and its meanings, you can move ahead to use the more sophisticated ones. Let us 
learn some most common phrases that we regularly use in our conversation.

Here are the several options that you can use instead for daily phrases.

1. How are you?

This is an innocent question, isn’t it? It’s such a common and overused question that it’s no longer a good 
question. You can ask the same in a different way. The easiest way is to make the question longer. The 
longer the question, the better. Here are a few alternatives you can ask instead:

How are you doing today?
How are you doing this morning?
How are you doing this afternoon?
How are you doing this evening?

And for friends you can try 'Hey', 'Hi' or 'Hey there'. You can frame questions in the following 
manner:

Hey, how’s it going?
Hi, how are you doing?
Hi, how are you doing lately?

There are lots of options out there for greeting someone.

There are more than enough options instead of, “Hello. How are you?"

2. I am fine

“How are you?” is the worst opening question, then “I’m fine” is the absolutely worst answer that anyone 
can give. It is referred to as the conversation killer. Instead, talk about anything else. Any latest happening in 
your life like you have bought a new car or going to watch the cricket game tonight. Say that! There is no 
limit to what you can say in response to “How are you?”
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Here are few responses:

I just got a new car. It’s awesome.
I am doing pretty well. In fact, I’m going to watch a cricket game tonight.
I am better now.

Not so good.I think I’m getting sick.

When people ask “How are you?” don’t be afraid to bring up some recent good news and say anything 
besides a memorized response.

3. Did you eat lunch/dinner?

When you ask the above question you are more likely to get an answer either yes or no.

Here are a few other questions to ask instead:

Did you get a chance to eat yet?
Did you get some breakfast/lunch/dinner?

In formal situations, you can use the following questions:

Where did you go for lunch/dinner?
What did you eat?
How was breakfast this morning?
How was lunch today?

4. Are you from ____?

When you meet someone for the first time you tend to ask them about their culture. And most of the time, 
people feel at least a little insulted. Even if you’re right, the person could feel offended. So, there is never the 
right way to ask. Instead, you can ask one of these questions:

Where are you from?
Where did you grow up?
These questions are much better.

However, you must think before asking these questions. It’s always a safe choice to ask in a formal way to 
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avoid any miscommunication.

Improving English speaking comes with practice. Join an online English course provider to develop a hold 
over the language and communicate effectively.

About Eagetutor:

eAgeTutor.com is the premieronline tutoring provider. eAge's world-class faculty and ace communication 
experts from around the globe help you to improve English in an all-round manner. Assignments and tasks 
based on a well-researched content developed by subject matter and industry experts can certainly fetch the 
most desired results for improving spoken English skills. Overcoming limitations is just a click of mouse 
away in this age of effective and advance communication technology. For further information on online 
English speaking course or to experience the wonders of virtual classroom fix a demonstration session with 
our tutor. Please visit www.eagetutor.com.

- By Shailja Varma

Related topics:

1.Expressions for making suggestions
2.How to describe a painting?
3.English for Web Designers
4.How to place an order in a fast food restaurant?
5.Conversation at the Airport Check-in

Category:Spoken English /Idioms and Phrases
Joomla SEF URLs by Artio

http://www.eagetutor.com/how-to-improve-english.htm
http://www.eagetutor.com/
http://www.eagetutor.com/how-to-speak-english.htm
situational-conversation/expressions-for-making-suggestions
situational-conversation/spoken-english/situational-conversation/how-to-describe-a-painting
situational-conversation/english-for-web-designers
spoken-english/how-to-place-an-order-in-a-fast-food-restaurant
spoken-english/conversation-at-the-airport-check-in
https://english.eagetutor.com/spoken-spoken-english
https://english.eagetutor.com/idioms-and-phrases
http://www.artio.net

