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Animportant role in English grammar is played by determiners ,the words that appear at the beginning of
the noun phrase. They go with the word ‘ determine’, as they identify whether the noun phrase is general or
specific. They bring out the reference that is made by a noun.

Qeterminers

Types Of Determiners

There are different types of determiners. Let us discuss them one by one.
1. Articles:

Articles are divided into two categories, i.e., indefinite and definite article. There are three articles: *a’, ‘an’
and ‘the’.

‘A ‘and ‘an’ arereferred asthe indefinite articles. They are used to refer some group and also a person. For
example,

-Heisan Argentinean striker.
- The joker creates a lot of chaos.

‘The’ belongs to the definite article category. It is used to refer to something that has already been mentioned
and also refers to the group of people or a group too.

- The man was responsible for the downfall.
- The Americans had always been stronger.

2. Demonstr atives:

Demonstratives show the relationship between the speaker and the object or a person. It makes use of terms,
such asthis, that, these and those, to establish the relationship. Example:

- Thisisanice cup.
- Isthat Michael’s bike?
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- Those flowers are so beautiful.

3. Numbers:

There are two types of numbers, cardinal and ordinal. The cardinal numbers are one, two, three etc. It
determines the quantity. For example: “India has a population of over one billion”. Ordinal numbers can be
first, second, third, fourth, etc. It determines the distribution. For example: “Ram finished first in the race”
4. Distributive:

These determiners refer to a group of people or things and to individual members of the group. They show
how the things are dealt in a sentence by getting shared. Y ou will find words like *all’, ‘both’, ‘either’,

‘neither’.

- Both of them escaped the war.
- Either he was the culprit or the person with him.

5. Pre-Determiners:;

Thistype of determiners leads the determinersin anoun. It describes a portion of the whole sentence. It has
three parts, namely:

Multipliers:

These consist of words like twice, double, four times, etc.

“Y our mother called you threetimes( thrice) this evening”.
Fractions:

Words like one-third, three-fourth, etc.

“They are yet to cross three-fourth of theroad”.

Intensifiers:

Words like such, rather, quite are the words included in intensifiers.

-You are such adisgrace.
- The weather is quite normal thisyear.
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Hope the above information gives you a clear idea of determiners. Toimprove your English speaking as well
aswriting skills, it isimportant to learn grammar. Y ou can enroll in an onlinespoken English course to
master your knowledge of English grammar.

About Eagetutor:

eAgeTutor.com is the premier online tutoring provider. eAge's world-class faculty and ace communication
experts from around the globe help you to improve English in an all-round manner. Assignments and tasks
based on a well-researched content developed by subject matter and industry experts can certainly fetch the
most desired results for improving spoken English skills. Overcoming limitations is just a click of mouse
away in this age of effective and advance communication technology. For further information on online
English speaking course or to experience the wonders of virtual classroom fix a demonstration session with
our tutor. Please visit www.eagetutor.com.

-By Shailja Varma
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