
Common mistakes in English speaking

Created: Friday, 31 March 2017 15:08 | Published: Wednesday, 12 April 2017 18:00 | Written by Chander 
Madan | Print

Are you a beginner in English? It is common to get confused with similar words or phrases. 
Speaking English is easy as it just takes confidence and a person to talk with. Don’t be afraid of 
mistakes, mistakes are the proof that you are trying. Only by making mistake you can learn new 
things. It is not that you are the only one who is making mistakes. There are many native English 
speakers who get confused while speaking. The mistakes can be rectified by learning the correct 
versions. In today’s blog, we will explain common mistakes that are made and ways to avoid them.

5 common mistakes to avoid

1. Verbs

People get confused between verbs – action and stative. So, it is important to know the difference 
between both - verbs which show an action such as dancing, singing, playing etc. are called action 
verbs. Stative verbs are verbs which do not show any definite point of the action starting/ ending.

Examples:

I am hating it (wrong)

I am feeling the heat. (wrong)

I hate it (right)

I feel the heat. (right)

2. Over usage of ‘to’

It has been observed that people use ‘to’ many times while speaking. It should be avoided when 
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unnecessary.

Examples:

Tell to her that I want these boxes. (wrong)

Tell her that I want these boxes (Right)

Give it to her (sounds right at some places in sentences)

Give her (sounds more appropriate)

3. Many vs lot

Many is used with countable nouns whereas lot is used with uncountable or collective nouns. 
However, many is typically used in formal English, and the latter is used in informal English.

Examples:

I have lots of shirts many of which are black in colour.

In the above sentence, lots is used because the person doesn’t know how many dresses he has 
so he says “he has lots of shirts in his wardrobe” but out of those lots of shirts in his wardrobe he 
can count and tell how many are black.

4. Tell her this vs tell this to her

Could you please tell this to her that I love her? (wrong)

Can you pass this pen to her? (wrong)

Could you please tell her that I love her? (right)

Can you pass him this pen? (right)

5. Put vs keep

Put means to stuff something. Keep means to maintain possession or condition.

Examples:

I will keep this dress for a week.

Please put the book on the table.

Hope the above explanation helped understand the common mistakes and ways to rectify the 



errors. You can join an online spoken English course and improve your English.

About Eagetutor:

eAgeTutor.com is the premier online tutoring provider. eAge's world-class faculty and ace 
communication experts from around the globe help you to improve English in an all-round manner. 
Assignments and tasks based on a well-researched content developed by subject matter and 
industry experts can certainly fetch the most desired results for improving spoken English skills. 
Overcoming limitations is just a click of mouse away in this age of effective and advance 
communication technology. For further information on online English speaking course or to 
experience the wonders of virtual classroom fix a demonstration session with our tutor. Please visit 
www.eagetutor.com.
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