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What isa Comma Splice?

COM MA

A comma splice is the use of commato join two independent clauses where the clauses are not connected by a conjunction,
semicolon or a period. When awriter has connected two main clauses with acomma alone, acommaspliceis called arun-on. A
main clause makes a complete thought.

Tredepeerndent Clawse:
I am sleepy.

-

ndeseendent Clause.
I have to go to work.

Cormuna Splice:
I am sleepy, I have to go to work. A simple commaisn’t necessary to join such powerful clauses. In most cases the two

(A comma splice is a type of run-on sentence.
which is grassatically imcorrect.)

clauses make sense of their own. It isincorrect to connect them with acomma.

When using a comma, comma splice is one of the most frequent mistakes. However al comma splices are not errors. What causes
acomma splice is not the comma between the clauses but the absence of a coordinator. If one of the clauses can be turned into a
subordinate clause a comma can be used. Thus there is atype of comma splice that is perfectly acceptable.

Example of

Fused Sentence: Youshould put a
period here.

My father thought | was a troublemaker all
he saw was a little ugly boy who squirmed
like an idiot and poked at the kids in the
neighborhood.

Fused Sentence

A fused sentence contains two main clausesillegally run together with no punctuation at all. It is aimost the same error as comma
splice but without a comma.

Thiz iz a fused
sentence it
dossn 't know
where To stop.
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Example:
¢ | woke up late thismorning | didn’t have time for a cup of tea.

Fixing a comma splice

1. Sincethey contain main clauses, aperiod or full stop can be given and then the second clause can begin with a capital |etter.

COMMA SPLICE

}

Tom read the novel, fis friend saw the movie.

hecomes

TWO SENTENCES
'

Example: | [Tom read the novel, His fiend saw the movie.

e Sanjay wears his Gap shirt, his buttons are torn.

To fix this: Sanjay wears his Gap shirt. His buttons are torn.

2. A commaor acoordinating conjunction can be used

Example:
e Sanjay wears his Gap shirt but his buttons are torn.

3. Use as semi colon. Thisis strong enough to join two main clauses.

Example:
e Sanjay wears his Gap shirt; his buttons are torn.

4. Use a subordinate conjunction. Eg. After, although, until, unless, since, while, when

Example:
« Sanjay wears his Gap shirt although his buttons are torn.

Examples of Comma splice

1. Weshould go out for dinner thisweek, | know the right place.
2. | shall bake the cake, you can do the icing.
3. Shewasfeeling sick, she didn’'t have dinner.
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They worked hard through the night, by morning the work was compl ete.
Nitais not only beautiful, sheis also talented.

Sheela helped Dan, then, for no apparent reason he was rude to her.

Joe ran al the way to catch the bus, he missed it anyway.
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What isthe difference between comma splice and fused sentences?

Want to know more about comma splice? Click here to schedule alive help with an eTutor!
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About eAge Tutoring:

eAgeTutor.com isthe premium online tutoring provider. Using materials developed by highly qualified educators and leading
content devel opers, ateam of top-notch software experts, and a group of passionate educators, eAgeTutor works to ensure the
success and satisfaction of all of its students.

Contact ustoday to learn more about our guaranteed results and discuss how we can help make the dreams of the student in your
life come true!
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