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Clause:

A group of words with subject and predicate and that forms a part of a sentenceis called a clause.

"I foss thelfood "and

the seagullsiscramble, Examp|93

« He could not go to school because he was sick.

In this sentence, there are two clauses and they are

1) He could not go to school
2)Because he was sick.
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Types of Clauses.

Clauses can be classified as;
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1. Dependent Clause
2. Independent Clause
3. Relative Clause

4. Adjective Clause

5. Adverb Clause
6. Noun Clause

Dependent Clause

A dependent clause has asubject and a verb but it cannot stand on its own. It depends on the main clause in order to have a
complete meaning.

Example:
* She failedbecause she did not study.
« In this sentence, she failed isthe main clause.

* The clause because she did not study is the dependent clause.
« The clausebecause she did not study depends on the main clause in order to have a complete meaning.

| ndependent Clause

I am an
independent

c la 1msg I The main clause or independent clause can stand on its own and does not depend on any other

clause to complete its meaning. It also has a subject and averb.

Example:
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. because we were | ate.

In this sentence we missed the train is the main clause. It stands on its own and does not depend on any other clause in the
sentence.

Relative Clause

Relative clause also known as adjective clause does the function of an adjective in the sentence. It is introduced with arelative
pronoun or arelative adverb and it has a subject and a verb.

Example:
Do you know the old man ?
In this sentence, isthe relative clause.

Adjective Clause

Like an adjective, an adjective clause modifies a houn or a pronoun in a sentence. It is a group of words that always comes after
the noun it modifies and a relative pronoun such as (who, that, which) connects the noun and the adjective clause. An adjective

clause answers questions like “which?”’, “what kind of ?’

Example:

* Tom isthe boy

Here isthe adjective clause.

Example:
* Thisisthe computer

Here isthe adjective clause.



Adverb Clause

Like an adverb, an adverb clause does the work of an adverb in a sentence. It is a dependent clause as it cannot stand on its own.

Example:

Here isan adverb clause.

Different kinds of adverb clauses are discussed below:

, he started to
Prace TiveTn an apartmernt. Where?

~heswitched
Irme oIt al thelignts. when?

She. rnmlr_\l eted her Masters,
Furpose . whny?

Lcould not go there

Cause Why?

Note that words like after, before, so that, because are used to introduce the adverb clauses. These words are called subordinate
conjunctions.

Noun Clause

Like anoun, anoun clause performs the action of anoun in asentence. It can play arole of subject,object of averb, or object of a
preposition, subject complement. It answers questions like “who” or “what?’ Noun clauses are often introduced by words like that,
why, whom, what, how, where, whoever, when.

Example:
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In this sentence, is the object of the preposition.

In this sentence, isthe object of the verb.

Differ ence between Phrases and Clauses

A phraseisagroup of words that do not contain subject or predicate.

Example:

is the phrase in the sentence. It does not contain a subject or predicate. It isjust agroup of words and cannot stand
onitsown.

A Clauseisagroup of words that contains a subject, verb, and a predicate. Clauses can be dependent or independent. Independent
clauses can stand on its own but dependent clauses cannot.

Example:

« |n this sentence, there are two clauses. Oneis the other oneis . Thetwo
clauses contain subject, predicate, verb.

Want to know more about “ Clauses?’ Click here to schedule live online session with e Tutor!
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success and satisfaction of all of its students.
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life come true!
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