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English is alanguage which seems easy to learn, but at times you may find it difficult and confusing.
Especially, when it comes to pronunciation, many of us face difficulty. Because we often don't spell aword
the same way as we pronounce it. This generally happens with silent |etters. The lettersin words that are not
pronounced but make a huge difference to the meaning, are called the silent letters. It isimportant to know
these silent letters as 60% of the words in English contain these letters. For example — the word knife has a
silent letter k init. We pronounceit as ‘K’ nife.

There are rules for the silent letters which will help to you understand when to use these silent |etters.

Silent H Silent T Silent K Silent B
what witch knife lamb
when fasten knee thumb
why castle | knot numb

’ which watch [rgnittiﬂé crumb
whether butcher ] gﬁgw climbing
ghost scrat_}:h# | ‘knob bomb

] honest Iis;éh 7 knock comb
hour match knickers doubt
while Chﬁstmas knuckle plumber
white mortgage knight limb

{ where soften knack debt

' thythm often knew tomb

RulesFor Silent Letters

1. Silent letter B
Letter B issilent after M at the end of aword.

Examples:
- Climb, dumb, tomb, limb, bomb, thumb

Letter B isalso generally silent before T at the end of aroot word.

Examples:
- Subtle, doubt, debt

2. Silent letter C
Letter Cissilent in the SC word combination and C is uselessin front of K or Q.
Examples:

- Muscle, scissors, ascent, miscellaneous
- Acquaintance, acknowledge, acquiesce, acquit
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3. Silent letter D
Letter D is not pronounced in the DG combination.

Examples:
- Grudge, hedge, pledge, dodge

It isalso not pronounced in the following words-
Sandwich,handkerchief, handsome, Wednesday

4. Silent letter E

Letter Eissilent when it is at the end of the words.

Examples:
- Site, hide, grave, drive, bite

5. Silent letter G
Letter G is not pronounced when it comes before n.

Examples:
- Design, align,champagne, foreign, sign

But there are some exceptionsto it.

Examples:
- Cognitive, signature, magnet, igneous

6. Silent letter GH
Letter GH is silent when it comes after avowel.

Examples:
- Through, drought, daughter, light, weight, right

Whereas exceptions are when the words are compound words, i.e., they are a combined words.

Examples:
- Doghouse, foghorn, bighead

Sometimes gh is also pronounced like F.

Examples:
- Dough, rough, cough

7. Silent letter H
Letter H is silent when it comes after W.

Examples:



- What, why, when, where
H is also silent when it comes after C, G and R.

Examples:
- Chair, chorus, rhythm, echo

Sometimes H is not pronounced at the beginning of many words.

Examples:
- Hour, honest, heir

These are the rules for silent letters. We shall bring you the remaining list of rulesfor silent lettersin our
next blog. Hope the above explanation and examples helped to understand the rule for silent letters and
improve your pronunciation skills. Y ou can aso join an Online Spoken English course and learn English
pronunciation lessons.

About Eagetutor:

eAgeTutor.com is the premier online tutoring provider. eAge's world-class faculty and ace communication
experts from around the globe help you to improve English in an all-round manner. Assignments and tasks
based on awell-researched content developed by subject matter and industry experts can certainly fetch the
most desired results for improving spoken English skills. Overcoming limitationsis just a click of mouse
away in this age of effective and advance communication technology. For further information on online
English speaking course or to experience the wonders of virtual classroom fix a demonstration session with
our tutor. Please visit www.eagetutor.com.
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