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Little, alittle, few and afew - Know the usage
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Areyou left confused when it comesto using little, alittle, few and afew? Then worry not! We are here to
help you. It stime to avoid the confusion by understanding the difference between these four. The best way
to learn new thingsis by practising it. Let’s start the article and know more about little, alittle, few and a
few.

"2 few Sew

a little little

Little/ A Little

Little- in avery small amount or degree. Not very often.
A little - asmall amount or quantity. Not much but some

Few/ A Few

Few — not many
A few — not many but some

After going through the definitions, one can draw the conclusion that they are related to countable and
uncountable nouns. We use little and alittle for uncountable, whereas few and a few for countable. When we
add “a’ we increase the quantity. So, we can have “few friends’ which means almost no friends; or we can
have “afew friends’, which means we have some friends.
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(a) few
(a) little
- ' :  not many
1 Some . pgt enough
Countable | g few | very few

Hcuucnaemoe

Uncountable : alittle Ve’V little

Heucuucnaemoe

5 has a few good friends so she is happy. -
: e has very few friends so he’s unhappy.
: N

Examples

- My daughter sleeps little and eats nothing at the night.
- My daughter sleeps a little every afternoon, which keeps her active for the entire evening.

- | have alittle money; maybe we can go for shopping.
- | have little money; we will have to wait until my salary gets credited.

- There are very few chocolates |eft; we need to buy more.
- There are afew chocolates | eft; we can make a chocolate muffin.

- Few people came to the interviews.
- A few people will be coming to the interview; we must get everything arranged.

Now answer this simple test to know how much you have understood.

1. We had snow last winter. (little, few)

2. She has relatives. (little, few)

3. Thereare birthdays to celebrate this month. (afew, alittle)

4. My parents give me pocket money every week. (afew, alittle)
5. Thereisstill milk left. (afew, alittle)

6. animals can survive in the desert. (few, little)

7. Thereis water in the pond. (few, little)

8. 1 would like to eat biscuits now. (afew, alittle)

Correct answers: 1. Little 2. Few 3. A few 4. A little 5. A little 6. Few 7. Little 8. A few

The above-mentioned explanation might clear the confusion. To develop a deeper understanding of the
English language, all you need to do isto enroll in an English learning course online to help better not only
your English grammar skills, but also your spoken English skills.

About Eagetutor:

eAgeTutor.com is the premier online tutoring provider. eAge's world-class faculty and ace communication
experts from around the globe help you to improve English in an all-round manner. Assignments and tasks
based on a well-researched content developed by subject matter and industry experts can certainly fetch the
most desired results for improving spoken English skills. Overcoming limitations is just a click of mouse
away in this age of effective and advance communication technology. For further information on online
English speaking course or to experience the wonders of virtual classroom fix a demonstration session with
our tutor. Please visit www.eagetutor.com.



http://eagetutor.com/online-spoken-english.htm
http://www.eagetutor.com/online-spoken-english.htm
http://www.eagetutor.com/
http://www.eagetutor.com/how-to-improve-english.htm

- By Shailja Varma
Related topics:

1. How to describe your vehicle?

2. How to Describe your Phone and its Features?

3. Dos and Don'ts of Public Speaking

4, The art of handling unhappy customers on a call
5. A Guide on How to Use a Dictionary Effectively

Category:Spoken English / English Grammar

Joomla SEF URLs by Artio



english/1-spoken-english/659-how-to-describe-your-vehicle.html
english/1-spoken-english/643-how-to-describe-your-phone-and-its-features.html
english/1-spoken-english/576-dos-and-donts-of-public-speaking.html
english/1-spoken-english/686-the-art-of-handling-unhappy-customers-on-a-call.html
english/1-spoken-english/580-a-guide-on-how-to-use-a-dictionary-effectively.html
https://english.eagetutor.com/spoken-spoken-english
https://english.eagetutor.com/spoken-english-grammar
http://www.artio.net

