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English, as a language, has a wide range of words which are quite confusing, especially, when it comes to 
identifying whether it’s a plural or singular form of that specific word?
One of them is criteria and criterion. Let’s understand the meaning and its uses. These both words are 
partially same in pronunciation and writing as well but have different meaning as their forms matter a lot.

Criterion

It’s nothing but a standard or set of rules from which other things can be judged. This is the basis for 
comparison or evaluation, it’s a reference point.
BUT… It’s a singular form of the word ‘Criteria’.
Criterion will always be one.
Example
This is the only criterion and must be fulfilled for getting a membership.
Many people apply it exactly opposite, they understand that ‘Criterion’ is a plural form, and many-a-times 
they use it so. 
You should never go with the following way of using Criteria.
All criterion
These criterion
The criterion are

These all are the misconceptions.

Criteria

It’s also the standard or set of rules, with referring to the other things taken in considering while doing an 
evaluation.  It’s similar to the meaning of ‘Criterion’.
BUT... Not Exactly. Because, it’s a Plural Form is ‘Criterion’.
Criteria will always be Many.
Example         
These are the criteria, which you have to fulfill for getting an admission in our college.
Many people apply it exactly opposite, they understand that ‘Criteria’ is a singular form, and many-a-times 
they use it in the following way.

You should never go with the following way of using criteria.
A criteria
Every criteria
criterias
This criteria

These all are the misconceptions.

https://www.flipkart.com/spoken-english-3rd/p/itmezunpyjy5xcc7?pid=9789339221461&affid=kaminiraw
https://english.eagetutor.com/contact
https://english.eagetutor.com/contact
http://www.eagetutor.com/


Here, a simple trick of identifying the difference between the two has been given.

Criterion and Criteria

Observe both the words? Did you notice any difference of letters? Those are ‘on’ and ‘a’ respectively.
Keep a thing in mind that:-
‘on’ stands for only i.e. only 1, in simple way the singular form.
‘a’ stands for all i.e. many, in simple way the plural form.

Hope the above explanation has cleared the difference between criterion and criteria. For more English 
learning and grammar related blogs, browse through our articles. Improve English on the go with the help of 
our Simple English app. You can also join our online spoken English class and learn the nuances of English.

About EAgeTutor:

eAgeTutor.com is the premierOnline Tutoring Provider. eAge's world-class faculty and ace communication 
experts from around the globe help youTo Improve English in an all-round manner. Assignments and tasks 
based on a well-researched content developed by subject matter and industry experts can certainly fetch the 
most desired results for improving spoken English skills. Overcoming limitations is just a click of mouse 
away in this age of effective and advance communication technology. For further information on online 
English speaking course or to experience the wonders of virtual classroom fix a demonstration session with 
our tutor.
Please visitwww.eagetutor.com.
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