Common English grammar mistake: use of 'been' and 'being'
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Two important aspects of any language are the grammar and the vocabulary. While you focus on
improving your English vocabulary, it is also important to ensure that you work on grammar as well.

The truth is that grammar is the foundation and the building block for becoming proficient in
English, while vocabulary lends beauty to the language.It is also true that fixing grammar issues is
more challenging than building on your vocabulary. So, the earlier you get the hang of correct
English grammar, the better it is.
We often find a lot of people using ‘good’ words and giving the impression of having a good
vocabulary, without being grammatically correct. However, you cannot be considered very good at
spoken English till you get better with grammar. So, let’s focus on a fixing a couple of common
English grammar mistakes to start with, which can be easily avoided.

When and how to use “been” and “being”
Here are two separate sentences that a person uses.

- This has done.
- It has sent.

Do the above sentences “sound” right?

In both the sentences above, the speaker is trying to communicate that the task was done and ‘it’
was sent. However, reading the sentences above, the immediate question that comes to mind is“this has done what?” or “it has sent what?”

The focus shifts from the completion of the action to the “what”, an indication that the sentence is
not correct English. There is an important word missing. And that word is “been”. To convey the
meaning of the completion of the tasks, the word ‘been’ is necessary. So, the correct form of the
two sentences above should be:

This has been done.
It has been sent.

A similar and related mistake that we see is in the following sentence.

- This is been done.

Do you see the problem with the above sentence? “Is” generally relates to something in the
present while “been” relates to something in the past. Both of them placed side by side create a
confusion with the tense and therein lies the problem.

The correct forms of the above sentence should be:

- This is being done (if the action had already started in the past and is continuing in the present);
OR
- This has been done (if the action has already been completed).

Think of other examples where you have either come across these issues or where you may have
used these words incorrectly. The next time somebody asks you for an update on an particular
task or a report, remember how to use been and being correctly!

Do you have any other doubts related to English grammar or onspeaking English fluently
and correctly? Ask us and we will address them in future blogs on grammar and vocabulary.
Register for a free demo of ouronline English training course today. eAgetutor.com, India’s largest
online spoken English training provider, has helped thousands of people learn English and has
made a positive impact on their lives and careers.

About Eagetutor:

eAgeTutor.com is the premier online tutoring provider. eAge's world-class faculty and ace
communication experts from around the globe help you to improve English in an all-round manner.
Assignments and tasks based on a well-researched content developed by subject matter and
industry experts can certainly fetch the most desired results for improving spoken English skills.
Overcoming limitations is just a click of the mouse away in this age of effective and advanced
communication technology. For further information on the online English-speaking course or to
experience the wonders of virtual classroom fix a demonstration session with our tutor. Please visit
www.eagetutor.com.
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