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What isa Tense?

LIFTQE% Tenseis used to show the relation between the action or the state described by the verb and the

LIFT
time which is reflected in the form of the verb. There are three basic tenses in the English language. These are Present, Past and
Future

Thisisaverb form that indicates or can indicate arelation between the time the action in the verb occurs and thetime the verb is
uttered. A verb tense can also give an indication of the duration of the verb’s action and when or if it is completed.
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We use simple present tense when the action is general and the action happens all the time in the past, present and future. Actionis
not always happening now and the statement is always true.

Example:

¢ Rohan drives aMaruti

e Weread everyday.

e She meets her friends in the park.

Present Perfect Tense

Thisisagrammatical combination of present tense and the perfect aspect, used to express a past event that has present
consequences. It is a compound tense in English. The events described by present perfects are not necessarily completed.

Present perfect is used to describe an experience. It isalso used to talk about change that has happened over a period of time.
Often present perfect is used to list the accomplishments of individuals and humanity. Here specific time is not mentioned. When
we are still waiting for the action to happen we can use present perfect. It can also be used to talk about different actions that

happened at different timesin the past.
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Example:
¢ Riahas never been here.

Example:

¢ Hehasimproved in Math since last year.
« Latahasn't finished reading the book as yet.

Present Progressive Tense

This indicates continuing action, something that is going on now. It indicates actions happening at the time of speaking or right
now. It can be used to talk about actions occurring over a period of time which includes the present. However it may not
necessarily be this very moment. It is sometimes used to indicate ongoing, developing, imminent or future actions. Present

progressive tense may be used to talk about actions happening in the near future especially for planned future events.

e | am growing to like this place
e Johnis playing piano.
e Sheisseeing her doctor tomorrow.

Present Perfect Continuous Tense

Thisissimilar to the present perfect tense except that the action is continuous. It describes something that startsin the past and
continues into the present.

Example:

e  Hehas been practicing violin all day.
e  Shehas been teaching French for the last ten years.
e |have been exercising from the morning.

Simple Past Tense

Thisis used to talk about events that happened at a specific timein the past. A time adverb is used in order to indicate when it
happened. It can also be used to describe events that happened over a period of time in the past but not now. It may be used to talk
about repeated actions that took place in the past. Simple past talks about a completed action in atime before now. Duration is not

important. It can be the distant or the recent past

Example:
e | left school in 1996.
e They lived in North Carolinafor seven years.
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*  Weadwayswent boating during vacations.

Past Perfect Tense
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happened in the past. It helps to show which event happened first. Thistense is formed using two components, the verb has (in the
past tense) and the past participle form of averb. With aregular verb the past participle ends with a“ed.” Thisisformed with the

helping verb had. This shows an action that came before another action in the past.
Example:
e  The postmanhad brought a parcel before we arrived.

e Hehad to appear for many interviews before he got ajob.
e |had |eft when she walked into the house.

Past Progressive Tense

This indicates continuing action, something that was happening or going on in the past. Thistense is formed with the helping ‘to
be' verb in the past tense plus the past participle of the verb with an —ing ending. This puts emphasis on the course of action in the

past, two actions happening at the same time in the past and action going on at a certain time in the past.

Example:
e Hewasworking hard in the garage all day.

* When he was having his lunch, the postman knocked at the door.
*  Wewere walking through the woods this afternoon.

Past Perfect Progressive Tense

This indicates a continuous action which was completed at some point of time in the past. It is formed with the modal had and
been plus the present participle of the verb with an-ing ending.

Example:

e  Shewas pottering around in the kitchen all morning before ....................... the guests arrived.
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e  Hehas been stealing al these years before the police caught him.
e  Theyhad been campaigning al these months but they lost the elections.

Simple Future Tense

Thisisused to talk about things that will happen at alater time than now.
Using ‘be going’ is one way to form the future simple tense. Another way isto use will. When we use will/shall for prediction they

combine with verbs to form tenses in the ordinary way.

Example:
e | am going to the theatre tomorrow.

e Thestudents will stage a show next week.
e Ishall see her on Monday.

Future Perfect Tense

Thisisused to describe an event that is expected or planned to happen before another event in the future. We use future perfect
tense when we want to emphasize ‘no later than’. It putsa‘no later than’ limit on when the action will be completed. It isaverb

form which expresses action completed by a specified timein the future.
Example:
e By 7pm this evening theywill have |eft for Paris.

e  Hewill have cooked dinner by 6pm tomorrow.
e  Theywill have spent aweek in Chennai by then.

Future Continuous Tense

This expresses action at a particular moment in the future. The action will start before that moment but will not have finished at
that moment. It emphasizes an action or event that will be in progress at some time in the future. Here present continuous tense

isrecycled.

Example:
e | will be practising guitar at 5pm tomorrow.

Example:
e Thebaby will be sleeping when they come.
e They will not be walking by the river this evening.

Future Perfect Continuous Tense
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This indicates a continuous action that will be completed at some point in future. Thisisformed by the modal “will” plus “have”
plus “been” plus the present participle of the verb(with an —ing ending)

Example:
e  Theywill have been playing cricket for two hoursby .............coooeis evening.

e  Hewill have been studying law for afew months by June.
e By December hewill have been working in the company for 10years.
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